
lives. It was just like today’s
Super Bowl, but they didn’t
have all the hype. And the
money definitely wasn’t the
same.”

Once his playing days
ended, Zilly was far from
finished. He returned to the
college game, serving as an
assistant at Montana State
in 1955 before returning to
Notre Dame as an assistant.
His son, Pat, remembers his
father for his commitment
on and off the field.

“He tried to get the
most out of every individ-
ual, and he wanted them to

play at 100 percent every
game,” he said. “But he
always made sure that the
student athletes got an
education as well. That was
always the most important
thing for him. He wanted
them to come out with an
education, using football as
a vehicle.”

Despite his profession-
al career and his off-season
antics on the silver screen,
Zilly was a quiet man at
heart who shrank from the
spotlight. He settled in
Rhode Island after his
coaching career finished,
and few neighbors had any
idea about his storied past.

They didn’t even know he
was in the NFL until read-
ing his obituary in 2009.
Zilly died at 88.

“If you were sitting in a
crowd and talking about
football, he wouldn’t tell
anybody that he played for
the Rams or the Eagles,” Pat
Zilly said. “He wouldn’t give
a background history on
himself because he wasn’t
that type of a person. When

people in the town of
Narragansett read his obit-
uary in the paper, they were
shocked to find out what he
had done.”

As the first athlete to
make the jump to the next
level, it’s no surprise that
Zilly was selected in the
first class of the
Southington Sports Hall of
Fame. On Wednesday, Nov.
10, he will be inducted in a

ceremony at the Aqua Turf
in Plantsville. 

For tickets, contact Jim
Verderame, (860) 628-7335,
or buy them in person at
Bonterra Italian Bistro,
Anthony Jacks Wood Fired
Grill, or the Southington
Chamber of Commerce.

“He would have been
very proud,” said his son.
“He was not the type of
person that liked to be in

the limelight, but he knew
what he did. He achieved
everything on his own. It’s
not like today’s athlete
where they build you, basi-
cally. The athlete of yester-
day versus the athlete of
today is night and day.”

To comment on this
story or to contact sports
writer John Goralski, email
him at jgoralski@
southingtonobserver.com.
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Since 1959

SANDY’S
Baton Twirling at its Best

860-589-6171
A Performing Art and Competitive Sport for ALL ages

Classes Start September 9th

September
Special $500 drop-in

all Yoga classes 

www.extremekarate.us
or Crystal Sullivan PT, RYT @ 860-628-1302

Class
Schedule
(as of 9/1)

Sunday
Gentle 6pm

Monday
All Levels 6am

Tuesday
Gentle 9:30am

Thursday
All Levels 9:30am

Saturday
Vinyasa Flow 8am

Yoga
Offered
At............

37 West Center Street, Southington, CT

I am a Polish native and have lived in the U.S. for over 15 years
and started my cleaning business in 2001 in the greater
Hartford County in Connecticut. Over the last 8 years I have
grown my cleaning business by offering a great service to all my
customers. I have an all Polish crew of cleaning ladies that will
gladly come to your commercial or residential property and
make it spic and span. There is truly nothing better than 
coming home from a long day at work and having a totally
clean house, or showing up at work the next morning to a clean
office for a more productive working atmosphere!

If you would like a FREE ESTIMATE, please call or email and
I will happily come over. One free cleaning for new clients, 
satisfaction guaranteed.

Call Kasia at 860-538-4885
kasia@kasiacleaning.com

Insurance &
bonded

“HOT TAR CRACK REPAIR”
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

(860) 919-2253               TODD MONGILLO

Low Prices, Dependable Service
Owner Operated since 1999

OIL COMPANY, LLC

www.tonysoil.net
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arship to Fairfield University where
he hit .300, .320, and .380 over
three seasons with Stags. 

After college, he organized a
slow pitch softball team in 1964
that won seven state tournaments,
seven New England regional titles,
and finished fourth at the national
tournament in 1967. 

“We were big-time,” Lorenzo
said. “We even scheduled teams
from Pittsburgh and Detroit in
Meriden at Ceppa Field. We had to
fly them in and all that, but we had
a great sponsor with a construction
company in Meriden-Chadwick
Construction that was later called
Twin Cities Construction. We had
the finances, and we raised a lot of
money ourselves. It was quite a big
part of my life.”

Lorenzo was the player-coach
for that softball team, and that
launched his next career in coach-
ing. Soon, he was approached as a
teacher in South End School to
coach the fourth, fifth, and sixth
graders in a town league. 

He transferred to Kennedy
Junior High School to work with
the older kids, and went on to
coach at the high school level and
college level with St. Thomas
Seminary, Mattatuck Community
College, Simsbury, and Wesleyan
before ending his career at
Southington High School from

1984-1991.
After patching together a hap-

hazard team in Simsbury and rally-
ing for 24 consecutive wins. Jim
Senich, the Observer’s sports writer
at the time, said, “Dick Lorenzo
could take five children from a
kindergarten class and in a short
space of time take them to the
finals of the state tournament—
maybe even make them an NBA
franchise.”

Lorenzo became known for
getting the most out of his talent—
the same praise he received as a
player. He remembers two teams at
St. Thomas Seminary, a four-year
school with a total enrollment of

fewer than 75 students destined for
the priesthood. Lorenzo marshaled
them to an 18-2 record in back-to-
back seasons in 1977 and 1978.

“The first one averaged about
70 or 75 points per game. They
were a fast breaking team in a
small gym. We still won 18 games
with the second one, but we only
averaged about 43 points per
game. We were a slow-it-down
team,” he said. “We had to be
methodical with every pass
because we didn’t have the talent
we had the previous year. Those
kids accepted what we had to do to
be successful and win.”

When Lorenzo finally retired

from coaching, his teams had
amassed a 216-138 record. “I don’t
know that you’d call it ‘tremen-
dous,’” he said, “but it was a very
good coaching career.”

With his coaching and play-
ing, Lorenzo was an obvious choice
to represent the town in the first
class of the Southington Sports
Hall of Fame. On Wednesday, Nov.
10, he will be inducted in a cere-
mony at the Aqua Turf in
Plantsville. 

“I was very honored to be in
this group of athletes and those
coaches,” he said. “Southington
was a big part of my life, and sports
were a big part, too. To be inaugu-
rated into this first class is some-
thing that is very special. These
athletes that have been chosen? I
watched them. I watched these
greats when they played, and that
helped me. I would watch those
older guys, and I would pick up
things that would suit me. Those
coaches were phenomenal. They
made Southington what it is as a
sports town.”

For tickets, contact Jim
Verderame, (860) 628-7335, or buy
them in person at Bonterra Italian
Bistro, Anthony Jacks Wood Fired
Grill, or the Southington Chamber
of Commerce.

To comment on this story or to
contact sports writer John Goralski,
email him at jgoralski@southing-
ton observer.com.

Lorenzo: Southington Sports Hall of Fame
Hall of Fame
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SUBMITTED

Dick Lorenzo collected
nearly 1,000 points (927)
in three seasons at
Southington High School.

Dick Lorenzo could take five children 
from a kindergarten class and 

in a short space of time take them to the
finals of the state tournament—maybe 

even make them an NBA franchise.

“

“

Jim Senich,
Former Observer sports writer

Jack Zilly: Southington’s first inductee to the hall of fame
From page 21


