
that’s where I normally play.
I can throw hard, and that
helps me to pitch.”

A throwing error in the
first inning put Southington
in an 0-1 hole, but that was
all they’d surrender at the
start. Roger scattered nine
strikeouts in nine innings on
the mound. He allowed just
two hits and two walks, and
the deficit remained 1-0
until the locals came to bat
in the bottom of the eighth.

“What a game. I would
pay to watch this game. I
really would. Two great
pitchers,” said Gugliotti. “We
had to withstand their
knockout punch in the very
first inning, and then Alex
settled down and pitched a
great game. He threw just
under 100 pitches, and I

thought he was never better
than today.”

Meanwhile, the offense
struggled to find a chink in
Danbury’s armor. Kyle
Lentini broke up the no-hit-
ter in the fifth inning with a
single. Roger reached base in
the seventh inning when he
was struck by an errant
pitch. When Dylan Danko
drew a walk with one out in
the eighth inning,
Southington finally got its
chance.

Chris Lee advanced
Danko to scoring position
with a bunt, and Ben Nichols
drove a 2-2 pitch into right
field to tie the game, 1-1.

“He came out as a fresh-
man last year, and we saw
some good things,” Gugliotti
said about Nichols. “This
year, he wanted to stay with
us. He could have elected to

play with the junior legion
team, but he wanted to stay
with us. I’m glad he did. He
made every play at third
base, and that must have
been the fourth or fifth big
hit that he’s had for us.”

The celebration was
short-lived. Danbury manu-
factured their second run in
the ninth inning with a walk
and two singles.
Southington managed an
early runner in their next at
bat, but couldn’t come
around to score. Despite the
2-1 loss, Gugliotti was
pleased with his team’s per-
formance.

“I’m proud of them,”
said the coach. “We made it
to this round, and this is the
first time in three years that
we made it this far. I actually
had fun coming to the ball
park. I knew that they’d

show up when I showed up.
We would battle. We’d play
hard, and we’d have fun.
That’s exactly what we did
this year.”

The loss ended
Southington’s summer sea-
son at 15-13, but Gugliotti is
already looking forward to
next year. With a solid core of
returning players and
another year of experience,
the coach hopes to build on
this seasons’ success.

After all, that’s the pur-
pose of summer baseball.

“The high school
should be very strong next
year,” Gugliotti said. “They
should have a heck of a
team.”

To comment on this
story or to contact sports
writer John Goralski, email
him at jgoralski@
southingtonobserver.com.

• Kathleen Schassler,
Triathlete:
Finished the Amica 19.7 Ocean Beach
Triathlon in 2:34:11 on July 25 in New
London.

TOP FEMALE PERFORMANCES TOP MALE PERFORMANCES
• Taylor Lepage,
Runner:
Placed second in her class at the Scottish
Rite Freemasons 5K race in Newington on
July 5 with a time of 25:15.

• Alex Roger,
Post 72 American Legion baseball team:
Scattered nine strikeouts with just two
walks and two hits over nine innings in a
2-1 loss to Danbury.

• Holland Florian,
Runner:
Placed second overall at the Scottish Rite
Freemasons 5K race in Newington on July
5 with a time of 18:45.

Anna Gregoire
Southington Lightning U-12 softball

Anna Gregoire
never flinched.
On Sunday, July

25, a softball skipped off
the ground and smashed
into Gregoire’s face, send-
ing a shower of broken
glass onto the field.

Most players would
have called it a day, but not
Gregoire. The Lightning
player returned the next
inning with a swollen eye, a
few scratches, and a wob-
bly pair of glasses held
together by tape.

“As coaches we try to
instill in our athletes to

never give up and fight to
the finish,” said Lightning
coach Ed Beaupre. “If ever
a player embodies that phi-
losophy it is Anna.”

This past weekend, the
Southington Lightning U-
12 softball team rallied to
their second PONY cham-
pionship this season at a
Rhode Island tournament,
and Gregoire was a big rea-
son why. She went 6-for-17
(.353) with five RBI and six
runs. Not bad for a first-
year player.

“When she joined us
last fall, coming from the

rec league, she struggled to
catch up to the faster pitch-
ing, managing only two hits
in eight games,” said
Beaupre. “She never got
discouraged or gave up,
spending all winter work-
ing with our coaches on her
swing.”

Now, Gregoire is lead-
ing the way with a .442 bat-
ting average and a .650
slugging percentage. Hard
work pays off. 

For her outstanding
athletic accomplishments,
Gregoire is our highlighted
female athlete of the week.

Reason: Went 6-for-17 (.353) with 5 RBI and 
6 runs scored to help the Lightning 
win the championship title at a 
Rhode Island PONY softball 
tournament.

Stephen Witte
Blue Knight Gameplan Football Camp

Stephen Witte
tipped the ball
twice before

pulling it to his chest. He
never slowed or missed a
step. He grabbed the ball,
side-stepped a defender,
and ran into the endzone.
Coaches said it was a result
of hard work and focus.

“He was out here com-
peting and working really
hard all week,” said Blue
Knight football coach D. J.
Hernandez. “He did really
well, and he worked hard in
all the drills. You could real-
ly tell that he works hard at

home, too, because the
drills just seemed natural.”

Witte was one of
dozens of players to test
their limits at the Blue
Knight Gameplan Football
Camp. Under the direction
of high school players and
coaches, local youth stud-
ied the game of football.

“They were all great,”
said Hernandez. “They
were really energetic when
they got here. They accept-
ed the coaching, and they
really, really improved. You
could see them get better
each and every day.”

Hernandez hopes that
campers will continue to
work on their games like
Witte did, competing in
youth leagues, camps, and
backyard games. 

“We want them to take
the drills and the things
they’ve learned here
throughout camp, and
bring them home with
them,” said the coach. “We
want them to practice at
home and get better.”

For his outstanding
athletic accomplishments,
Witte is our highlighted
male athlete of the week.

Reason: Nominated by coaches at the 
2010 Blue Knight gameplan 
football camp for his outstanding 
focus, enthusiasm, and 
improvement.
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DANBURY
Player ab r h bi
Deldebbio, lf 4 0 1 0
Cornelius, cf 4 1 2 0
Miller, p 3 0 2 0
Santiago, 1b 4 0 0 0
Berry, 3b 4 0 0 0
Mott, rf 3 0 0 0
Meerman, ss 4 1 1 0
Geary, c 3 0 0 0
Heiman, 2b 4 0 2 1
Totals 33 2 8 1

SOUTHINGTON
Player ab r h bi
Govoni, lf 4 0 0 0
Roger, p 2 0 0 0
Mazzamurro, ss 4 0 0 0
Lentini, 2b 4 0 1 0
Thompson, 1b 3 0 0 0
Burns, rf 3 0 0 0
Danko, cf 2 1 0 0
Lee, c 2 0 0 0
Nichols, 3b 3 0 2 1
Totals 27 1 3 1

American Legion Baseball
Post 72 (Play-in Round)

Danbury 2, Southington 1
Tuesday, July 20
At Southington

BB—Miller, Geary, Roger, Danko. HBP—Mott, Roger. SAC—Lee.

Danbury 100 000 001 — 2 8 0
Southington 000 000 010 — 1 3 2

PITCHING LINES

DANBURY IP H ER BB K
Miller, W (5-1) 9.0 3 1 2 8

SOUTHINGTON IP H ER BB K
Roger, L (3-1) 9.0 2 1 2 9

Records—Southington, 15-3. Danbury, 16-2.

Legion baseball: early exit from the postseason
From page 19


