
The track record board is
tucked into a quiet corner at
Southington High School in a
low-traffic hallway that leads
toward the gym. Few fans
ever glance upon the hand-
written names scrawled
across pieces of masking
tape. Fewer still notice that
many records aren't even up
to date.

When a recent record
holder asked about the
plaque, Whyte was almost
too embarassed to answer. “I
kind of jokingly said that it
was two pieces of paper
taped outside my room,” he
said.  

The simple question
seemed to spark interest, and
Whyte began tracking down
names and times for the
board, but he quickly found
that many of the names were
lost to history.

“Just before I came to
the school, we had a big fire,”
he said, “and
things were
destroyed.
They had to
throw away
all the things
that were
stored in
that part of
the building.
U n f o r t u -
nately we
lost a lot of
the records.”

Whyte began to track
down former coaches to
update the records. Indoor
track was easy since the pro-
gram was fairly young, but
outdoor records were a little
bit harder to figure out.

“We had some records
that were set back in the 70s,
but Coach [Pete] Sepko had
been the head coach since
about that time,” said Whyte.
“His memory is unbelievable.
He knew exactly who did
what, and when they did it.
He was able to give me
names, even first names,

since some of the names on
the board didn't include
them. I went to the library to
look some up, but I really
enjoy doing that sort of stuff.”

At the same time,
fundraising efforts began to
update the old board. Whyte
found a suitable format and
hopes to move them to a
more prominent position
within the school, but the
cost of the new board will be
about $3500. Boosters still
need to raise close to $1000.

“Right now, we're trying
to get the word out to parents
that might have kids listed on
the board or even some of
the kids,” said Whyte. “We're
reaching out to past alumni,
and even some people who
have graduated last year or
the year before.”

Finding some of the
older record holders has
proved to be more challeng-
ing. Whyte hopes that the
community will help to raise
the remainder of the funds
needed so that the boards
can be updated. Organizers
hope to unveil the new
record boards in a

Thanksgiv-
ing ceremo-
ny.

“We're
going to
have a little
ceremony,
and we're
going to try
to get as
many of the
record hold-
ers to come

as we can,” said Whyte. “It
would be the week before the
indoor season starts, so we'll
be able to tie it all in.”

Whyte said that some of
the records have held up for a
long time. The oldest record
is the 110m outdoor hurdles
record (14.7 seconds) set in
1977 by Joe Dudak. The dis-
cus (174’3”) and shot put
(60’10”) records were both
set in 1979 by Frazier
Pehmoeller.

“There are some records
up here that may not be bro-
ken for a long time,” said
Whyte. “They were set by

people who were state cham-
pions, but there are other
records that people have
realistic shots at setting.”

Lindsey Laukaitis is the
top record holder with six
school records from 2000-
2001. Laukaitis holds the
indoor record for the 400m
(59.4) and as a member of the
4x800m relay team
(10:08.77). 

In the outdoor season,
she holds the 300m (44.4),
400m (1:03.13), and 600m
(1:43.8) records as well as a
share of the 4x400m relay
title (4:31.19).

“She's one of the people
that's already contributed to
the new boards,” said Whyte.
“I remember her senior year.
She basically told the girls
that she wanted them to
break her records, and I
thought that was really inter-
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SUBMITTED

Plans for the new SHS track record boards, above, have been completed and fundraising is
underway. (Record holder names are included for demonstration purposes.)

School records
SHS track & field will be
updating the record board

By JOHN GORALSKI
SPORTS WRITER

Track & Field

See TRACK, page 32

Seeking support
Mail contributions to:

SHS Student
Activities Fund,
720 Pleasant St
Southington, CT 

Indicate “Track Record
Boards” in the check memo.

CITY OF BRISTOL

CITY HALL WILL BE CLOSED
on FRIDAY, JULY 3rd

in observance of
Independence Day.

RUBBISH, RECYCLE AND YARD WASTE SERVICE
will NOT change for the holiday.

ALL REGULAR FRIDAY COLLECTIONS
WILL BE MADE ON FRIDAY, JULY 3RD.

THE TRANSFER STATION WILL BE OPEN
for normal business hours on Friday, July 3rd,

but will be
CLOSED ON SATURDAY, JULY 4th

so that employees
can enjoy the holiday with their families.


