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Our Town

Town officials continue anti-drug meetings

By ROB GLIDDEN
STAFF WRITER

Officials and commu-
nity leaders gathered last
week to discuss how to
continue their anti-drug
efforts through the sum-
mer and into the next
school year.

The June 11 meeting
was the latest in a series of
gatherings organized by
Schools Supt. Dr. Joseph
Erardi, in response to the
growing concerns about
drug use within town.

Over the past several
months, the discussion
has led to new public
groups being formed and a
comprehensive  survey
about the presence of
drugs in school.

“It was important to
find out what we knew and
what we didn’'t know,”
Erardi said as he recapped
the survey’s results. “What
we found were statistics
that made Southington
students look like other
students. What we found
that we would not have
found 5 or 10 years ago
was the new arena of pre-
scription drugs.”

A recurring theme at
these forums is the impor-
tance of fostering a con-
nection between
Southington students and
the community at large.
Many officials feel that
more positive interaction
between students and
staff at the schools will
help steer kids towards
making better choices.

Andy Bayer, an assis-
tant principal at
Southington High School,
discussed a recent lunch-

Enough with the
pep rally talk.
Lets find a
concrete way to
make a
difference.

John Myers,
STEPS member

eon held with a small
group of randomly select-
ed students.

“Southington  High
School is not immune to
societal pressures regard-
ing substance abuse,”
Bayer said as he reported
the gist of the conversa-
tion.

Students told Bayer
and a few other faculty
members that though they
were concerned about the
presence of illegal drugs,
they felt the high school
was generally a safe place.
They agree with the survey
that alcohol was the most
prominent drug in the
lives of high school stu-
dents, but felt that it was
“no big deal” and couldn’t
be stopped.

In terms of reducing
drug use, the students rec-
ommended more events
centered on personal tes-
timonials rather than the
clinical facts taught in

health classes.

Events like this were
recently provided by the
activist group Parents 4 a
Change.

Mary Marcuccio,
speaking on behalf of the
group, recalled that first-
person accounts from par-
ents whose families had
been torn apart by drug
use had left students in

further.

Youth Services Coor-
dinator Sue Saucier said her
department expected to hire
a part-time coordinator to
help align the efforts of the
various groups in town. Lisa
Crofton said she was work-
ing with the Parks and
Recreation Department to
put on a summer workshop
for children designed to

build confidence.

John Myers and
Victoria Triano represent-
ed the recently-formed
group STEPS (Southington
Town-Wide Efforts to
Promote Success)
announced their inten-
tions to put on a massive
summit drawing together
children and community
members from all walks of

life to try and brainstorm
ways to promote healthy
lifestyles.

“Enough with the pep
rally talk,” Myers said.
“Let’s find concrete ways
to make a difference.”

Comments? Email Rob
Glidden at
rglidden@southingtonob-
server.com.

Send us your letters!

We welcome letters to the editor from all of our

readers.

Send your letter to editor Ed Harris at

eharris@SouthingtonObserver.com, or mail them to The

Observer, 213 Spring St.,

Southington, CT 06489.

Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday for the following week’s edi-
tion. The editor reserves the right to edit all letters for

length or grammatical errors.
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tears during their visits to
classes at the high school.

Marcuccio also said
the group had blossomed S
over the past year into a
larger organization that
Southington residents fre-
quently look to for help.
She said there had been
several incidents where
they had been contacted
during a drug-related
emergency and worked to
quickly provide help.

“The most important
thing we can provide is
hands-on support in real
time,” she said.

Efforts are also being
made at the middle schools
to connect with the student
population. DePaolo Middle
School Principal Frank Pepe
read testimonials from stu-
dents and staff praising the
school’s mentor program,
and Kennedy Middle School
Principal Angelo Campa-
gnano said the school was
searching for additional pre-
sentations and events to
enhance the sense of school
community.

“We continue to look
for new ways to reach out
to students,” said Kennedy
Assistant Principal Pam
Aldi.

This summer will also
see some new initiatives
designed to take this effort
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Siding
Specials

3/8” Insulation, .042 Vinyl Siding, Windows & Doors|
Trim, Ventilated Overhangs, 2 pairs of Shutters

1,200 sq. ft. Cape . ... $4,200.00
2,200 sq. ft. Raised Ranch . . $7,699.00
2,400 sq. ft. Colonial . . .$8,400.00
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1,200 sq. ft. Cape . ... .$2,695.00
2,200 sq. ft. Raised Ranch . $4,995.00
2,400 sq. ft. Colonial . . .$5,995.00
Also Specials on Rip & Re-Roofs
1,200 sq. ft. Cape $3,895.00
2200 sq. ft. Raised Ranch . . $6,995.00

2 400 sq. ft. Colonial . . $7,695.00
Based on 25 years 3 -TAB

Deck
Specials

$2,400.00
$3,600.00
$5,080.00

Deck includes: Pressure Treated Lumber Blue
Prints, Permits, Piers, Decking & Spmdle Railings.

Ask Us About Our 50 year
Labor & Material Warranty
GAF authorized Roofer
Lic#AU11343

FREE Estimates nﬂn m

Fully insured H
Licensed #532398 1

Ask for Scott @ 28
(860) 584-5451 U i’

Vinyl Replacement
Windows Double Hung

$199° for 10 or more
Installed complete up to 73 U.l.

“"WE DON'T DO JUST WINDOWS"”
How can we help you?
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' “a Family owned and operated Company in Southington”
1 DAY INSTALLATION Since 1979
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