
John Gradante dove at
the puck and slapped it to the
ice like a kitten playing with a
ball of string. The rebound
was driven back to the open
net, and the Hall-
Southington goaltender dove
to his left and knocked it
away with his outstretched
stick.

On Saturday, Feb. 27,
Conard was showering the
Hall-Southington with slap
shots and fast breaks. With 13
minutes remaining in the
regular season, Gradante was
doing his best to keep the
team’s postseason hopes
alive.

“When you look at the
season as a whole, we were
headed into the third period
in the last game of the season
with a chance to make the
playoffs,” said Warrior-
Knight coach Jeff Anastasio.
“After graduating 12 players
the year before, I think that’s
a pretty good accomplish-
ment.”

The second season of
the hockey co-op came to a
close without fanfare or cele-
bration. The team posted
back to back losses against
two of the toughest oppo-
nents on the team’s winter
schedule. Hall-Southington
finished with a 7-12-1 record,
and the team came within
one tie of returning to the

postseason.
Not bad for a rebuilding

year? Next year will be the
measure. It may be too late
for their three senior
skaters—Andrew Green,
Steve Breault, and Tommy
Carr—but Anastasio said that
they sparked this season’s
unlikely run at a postseason
berth.

“The success that this
team has next year will be
how we measure the mark

the seniors left this year,” said
the coach. “All three of them
provided good leadership.
Tom, Andrew, and Steve all
played critical roles. They all
made good defensive plays
for us. They scored some big
goals for us. Having a large
team, a young team, those
players set the tone. They
showed everybody what
they’re working for and they
set a good example. We had a
great level of commitment—
even better than we’ve had in
years past.”

And that’s why the sen-
iors led the team’s final push.
Conard dominated the pres-
sure in the opening period,
but Breault was the one who

scored. Midway through the
first period, the senior skater
rushed on the goal, grabbed
his own rebound, and gave
the Warrior-Knights the early
lead.

“One thing we said
before the game was that it
was critical that we score the
first goal, strike early, and
play solid defense,” Anastasio
said. “We did all of those. We
got a nice goal on a second
effort. Steve Breault scored
on his own rebound, and
that’s something that we’ve
really been preaching for the
last month or so.”

Hall-Southington led in
both of their final contests.
Against NW Catholic (12-3-3)

on Wednesday, Nick
Mastroianni scored the
game’s first goal off assists by
Kevin SanAngelo and Joe
Gambardella. Against divi-
sion one rival Conard,
Breault opened the scoring. 

Then, Gradante did the
rest. The sophomore goalie
faced an onslaught of pres-
sure in both games. 

“We were playing a lot of
D-zone coverage. Gradante
was forced to make a lot of
saves and face a lot of second
and third chance opportuni-
ties,” said Anastasio. “It was
just a matter of time before
they got a bounce.”

Gradante collected 36
saves in the 6-1 loss to NW
Catholic to start the final
week, and he snatched 44
saves in the game that fol-
lowed. 

“Johnny’s been playing

great for the last month or so,
and he kept us in the game
today. He gave us a chance to
win, and that’s all you can ask
for from your goalie,” said the
coach. “He gave us more than
we expected today.”

The loss marked the end
of the season, but left the
young team with some hope
for next year. The Warrior-
Knights lose just three sen-
iors from the second-year co-
op. They return a trio of expe-
rienced goalies and one more
year of experience. 

At the start of the season,
Anastasio called his young
squad “the first year of a two-
year team.” The co-op’s third
season could be the charm.

To comment on this story
or to contact sports writer
John Goralski, email him at
jgoralski@southingtonob-
server.com.
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New Britain, CT 06051
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On MOST BRANDS of pellet stoves.
We are NFI Certified Pellet Specialists

and fully insured

Give us a call to make an appointment

Lic. # HIC 0615202

Parts and Accessories Available for most stoves.

Credit Cards
Now Accepted.

854 South Main Street, Plantsville • 860.621.3858
General Contractors for Residential & Commercial

• Carpeting
• Wood
• Tile
• Porcelain
• Ceramic
• VinylMinimum 20 yards, excluding stairs.  Includes

padding, carpet & labor.  Excluding sales tax.

Plush
Carpet

Price Calculator

• State Licensed #522127  •  Fully Insured

Residential

Per Sq. Ft.

Quality Carpet . . . . . . . .72¢
DeLuxe Padding  . . . . . .33¢
Expert Installation  . . . .44¢

$1.49Per Sq. Ft.

www.riccisflooring.com

The Step Saver/ The Observer

Our Athletes

JOHN GORALSKI

John Gradante makes one of his 44 saves to keep the Warrior-Knights within striking distance.

Just missed
Ice Hockey eliminated
from postseason play

By JOHN GORALSKI
SPORTS WRITER

We were headed
into the 

third period 
in the last game

of the season
with a chance 

to make 
the playoffs. 

“

“

Jeff Anastasio,
Hall-Southington
ice hockey coach

Ice Hockey
Feb. 24

NW Catholic 6
Hall-Southington 1

Feb. 27
Conard 4

Hall-Southington 1


