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Faces in the Crowd

Tammi Knapik

Anthony Totire

Always wear sunscreen

How long have you
been connected to
Southington?

Twenty years.
What do you like

about the town?
I like the sense of com-

munity.  It’s close knit, yet
big town.

What is your favorite
movie?

“Back to the Future.”
It’s a classic 80’s nostalgia

film.
What is the best piece

of advice you have ever
received.

Always wear sun-
screen.

If you could meet any-
one in the world, who
would you like to meet?

Abraham Lincoln. He
was a great historic figure
who contributed a lot to
our country.

Each week we interview a ‘regular person’ like you for
our Faces in the Crowd. This week we meet Anthony
Totire.

Caligiuri likes odds in fifth district race
State Sen. Sam S.F.

Caligiuri says he packs more
political muscle than any of
his Republican rivals in the
5th Congressional District.
His rivals are conceding
nothing. 

Caligiuri, R-16th
District, claims he is the
strongest candidate that
Republicans can field against
Democratic incumbent
Christopher S. Murphy. 

Last week, Caligiuri trav-
eled through whipping wind
and rain to New Britain to
pick up Mayor Timothy
Stewart’s endorsement and
bolster his bonafides. 

“We are in the best posi-
tion to defeat Chris Murphy,”
Caligiuri proclaimed. 

Three other Republicans
are actively campaigning for
the party’s nomination -
Justin Bernier, Mark
Greenberg and Kie Westby.
Two others have registered as
candidates. 

“It is a crowded field,”
Caligiuri said. 

No one is conceding
front-runner status or any-
thing else to any of the other
candidates five months
before Republicans choose a
nominee in the 5th. “Our
grassroots campaign is phe-
nomenal. We have a huge
delegate lead right now,”
Bernier declared Monday. 

His campaign released
an internal poll last week that
showed him not only leading
Caligiuri among likely
Republican voters, but also

among all voters in the 5th
District. 

“The trend line is pretty
clear,” Bernier said.

The Greenberg cam-
paign claims the fundraising
lead. 

Greenberg, Bernier and
Caligiuri are all bragging
about how much money
they raised in the last quarter
of 2009 and how much it
demonstrates the depth of
their support. 

“I raised $152,000 in six
weeks,” Greenberg said. 

It is the same with
endorsements. 

“When I get a major
boost like Nancy Johnson’s
endorsement a few weeks
ago or Tim Stewart’s
endorsement today, that is

all part of the story we are
telling to delegates about
why I ought to be the nomi-
nee,” Caligiuri said. 

Johnson is the veteran
Republican that Murphy
upset four years ago. Now,
Republicans see an opportu-
nity to knock off Murphy and
finally soothe the sting of
Johnson’s defeat. 

The surprising U.S.
Senate win of Republican
Scott Brown in
Massachusetts last week has
encouraged Republicans in
Connecticut.

Bernier has been cam-
paigning the longest. He
started in March, five
months before the death of
U.S. Sen. Edward M.
Kennedy opened up the

Senate seat in
Massachusetts. 

Bernier said the field got
a little more crowded as
other Republicans became
convinced that Murphy is
not only vulnerable, but
beatable in 2010. 

Caligiuri dropped out of
the U.S. Senate campaign in
November. Greenberg
declared his candidacy about
the same time. Westby for-
mally entered the race in
early October. 

The candidates are now
making the rounds in the 41-
town district that reaches
from the New York border as
far east as Meriden, New
Britain and Simsbury. 

All of the candidates are
trying to distinguish them-
selves from one another
while also all running as
Washington outsiders and
fiscal conservatives. 

Westby is a lawyer with a
practice in Thomaston.
Bernier had been executive
director of the state Office of
Military Affairs and an aide to
former U.S. Rep. Rob
Simmons, R-4th District.
Greenberg has worked 35
years in the real estate busi-
ness. 

Caligiuri , a lawyer, is the
only Republican candidate
who has ever held public
office. He has been a
Waterbury alderman, the
city’s acting mayor and a
state senator for the last
three years.  “I am the only
Republican in the race who
has actually run in a race, let
alone won one,” Caligiuri
said. 

By PAUL HUGHES
Special to The Observer

SUBMITTED

State Sen. Sam Caligiuri recently received the
endorsement of New Britain Mayor Timothy Stewart.

because its adult stock is
five percent or less of its
total stock. Much of the
items in the store are oils,
lingerie, shoes and gag
gifts. 

The adult dvds, toys
and magazines are in the
back of the store and are
not readily visible upon
entering the establishment.
The first items on display
near the entrance are lin-
gerie and shoes, which
resembles the set up at

most department stores or
Victoria’s Secret. 

“Perception is some-
times worse than reality,”
said VIP General Manager
John Perrone. 

Perrone invited those
who spoke out against the
store to come through and
see what it really is. 

“We’re a boutique,” he
said.

Others may disagree. 
Concerned Citizens for

a Pornography Free South-
ington is an unincorporated
association made up of citi-

zens with a direct interest in
Southington to legally limit
and regulate pornography
and/or obscenity in town.

The group officially
formed last November, in
opposition to VIP. They
have a small main core of
members, including pas-
tors and other citizens, who
say they represent numer-
ous other parties.  

The group is represent-
ed by attorney, Vincent P.
McCarthy, of the American
Center for Law and Justice
(ACLJ).

Earlier this week,
McCarthy said the group
would follow through on its
decision to check the stock
themselves to ensure the
store was following the
guidelines under the COO. 

In an email sent out
last week to group mem-
bers and the media, CCPFS
said it is committed to its
principles to Intercede,
Inform and Intervene when
necessary.

“We are planning a sig-
nificant educational event
to make people aware of the

destruction that pornogra-
phy has on individuals,
children, families and com-
munities,” the email stated.

Dominick DeMartino,
owner of VIP, declined to
comment on the process of
moving into Southington
and about those who have
actively campaigned

against him doing so.
Rather, he said he

hoped his store would not
create any unnecessary
problems for neighboring
businesses or the town.

“We hope to blend in as
a regular retailer on Queen
Street,” he said.

VIP: adult themed store opens despite protests against
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Licensed & Insured
Over 40 Yrs. Experience

FREEEST.

##11 REASONN TOO CALLL US
WEE ONLYY DOO BATHROOMS
HAVEE YOURR BATHROOMM PROFESSIONALLYY 
REMODELEDD INN JUSTT ONEE WEEK.

$5450.
START MONDAY FINISH THAT FRIDAY

Includes: new water resistant sheetrock & taped, new tub & walls,
toilet & seat, vinyl or ceramic floor, vanity & marble sink, all faucets,

medicine cabinet & light. Installation included approx 5x8.

FOR AS
LOW AS

SUMMA CONSTRUCTION SERVICES L.L.C.
1482 Mer.-Wtby Rd, • Southington, CT

CALL (860) 628-0073 Family Owned & Operated
Lic #00203526

AS LOW AS $2950 FREEEST.

HHAVINGG TROUBLEE GETTINGG INN ANDD OUTT OFF YOUR
HIGHH BATHTUB
JUSTT TOO TAKE
AA SHOWER?? Replace that old high tub with a 5’ WALK-IN 

INTERLOCKING WATER TIGHT SEAL SHOWER...
45 Years

Sheetrock patching, faucet & plumbing included. One day Installation!

NOT reglazed 
or mold hiding

liner

• Dump Runs • Painting • Drywall • Repairs
• And More!

Free
Estimates

Fully Insured
Lic #603101

860-261-5069 (H)
860-877-5030 (cell) Carpentry by Jake

$299
PAINT SPECIAL

per room 12’x12’Expires
2-12-10

$599Reg.
Includes Trim, Ceiling

& Wall Paint.

Call for Appointment.

Low Prices, Dependable Service
Owner Operated since 1999

OIL COMPANY, LLC

www.tonysoil.net


