
The Southington
Education Foundation
handed out 10 grants to
local teachers during a
reception held at Thalberg
School last week.

The young foundation
was formed last year, and
the $500 grants were the
culmination of several
months’ worth of fundrais-
ing and building aware-
ness.

Teachers were invited
to submit ideas to the
group. The proposals were
meant to be innovative
learning initiatives that
otherwise would likely not
have a place in difficult
school budgets.

“The creativity and the
time and effort put into
these proposals just blows
us away,” said Tony Sheffy,
president of the SEF’s
board of directors.

The 10 winning entries
represented several of the
Southington schools and
offered a wide range of
potential educational
opportunities.

“Our biggest ‘thank
you’ is to the grant recipi-
ents,” said SEF board
member Dr. George
Costanzo. “You guys had
some great ideas, and it’s
clear these teachers share
the foundation’s dream of
instilling a love of learn-
ing.”

Derynoski Elementary
School teachers Deborah
Francis, Patricia Salerno,
Keith Tomlinson, Diane
Hamel, Maryann Castrilli,
and Erin Reilly proposed a
“document camera,” which
will allow students to proj-
ect their assignments onto

a big screen in order to
facilitate chances to col-
laboratively evaluate and
discuss their work.

Also at Derynoski,
teachers Lindsay Barniak
and Brenda Dominello
were given a grant for their
proposed “BFF” (Best
Fluency Fix) program. This
would give the students
microphones designed for
recording their reading
aloud onto computers.
Listening to themselves
would help them and the
teachers monitor their
progress when it comes to
reading fluency.

South End Elementary
School teacher Ellen
Bellinger proposed an
activity based on the life
cycle of a chicken.
Students will observe eggs
in an incubator and then
learning how to care for
the chicks in the class-
room.

Fellow South End
teacher Charity D’Andrea
also received a grant for

her planned public speak-
ing program, designed for
students in grades two
through five.

“I’m ecstatic,”
D’Andrea said. “This will
be such a wonderful pro-
gram. I’ve noticed that
speaking and communica-
tion are often left out of
the literacy curriculum for
younger grades, but they
are just as essential as
reading and writing.”

Thalberg Elementary
School teacher Gina Krar
suggested using iPods to
allow students to listen to
an audiobook while follow-
ing along with a hard copy.
Using iPods in the class-
room also allows for other
potential lessons which
incorporate the technology.

Two grants went to
teachers from Flanders
Elementary School. The
first was a joint effort by
teachers Jean Graff, Jamie
Scarfo, Merrick Voinier and
Heather Alfano to host a
“kindergarten literacy

night.” This event will
invite families to work
together on activities
designed to help develop
the reading skills of their
kindergartners.

The other is a science
lab proposed by teacher
Joyce McAloon. She plans
for this lab to focus on life
science and will even fea-
ture aquariums.

DePaolo Middle
School teacher Joanne
Grant proposed an
extracurricular “movie
club” to give students a
chance to work on small-
scale filmmaking projects.

Another grant for
DePaolo will help create a
“sculpture garden” in the
school’s courtyard, pro-
posed by the school’s Art
Club, several unnamed
teachers and PTO mem-
ber Mary DeCroce.

Southington High
School received a grant
for a planned “student
sunshine program,” pro-
posed by teacher Sharon

DePucchio. This activity
will recruit students to
provide meals and other
items for students who
are struggling as a result
of emergency situations. 

The foundation has
already gotten started on
the next round of fundrais-
ing.

A recent activity at
Outback Steakhouse

brought in $5,000, and the
group hopes the next
round of grants will be
larger.

“This is an inspira-
tional day,” said SEF board
member Dawn Miceli. “We
have now officially seen
our goal come to fruition.”

Comments? Email
rglidden@southingtonob-
server.com.
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Ceiling Surgeon
Specializing in:

*Spray Textures
*Repairs of stains, cracks, 

holes, etc.
*New replacement ceilings
*Mold & mildew treatment

Over 25 years
of ceiling experience

Bristol & Surrounding

Communities (860) 261-4071

or cell (860) 595-8926
Reg. No. 544128

-------Ask For Jim -------

N.J. ROMANIELLO
Plumbing & Heating

860-620-0567

Residential Specialists
No Job Too Small

• FAUCETS • TOILETS 
• WATER HEATERS
Professional, Quality

Workmanship
Senior Discount
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FULLY INSURED • LIC# 610886

FForr moree information
ORR aa freee estimatee call:

• Excellent references
upon request

• Competative Prices
• Financing Available
• All Major Credit Card

Accepted

DDave’s
Sidingg &

Remodeling

IS YOUR FURNACE EXTINCT?
stop wasting fossil fuel!

Call for details and to schedule
your FREE estimate

• Installation & service of all major brands.
• On-time service call or service call is free.
• Technicians are drug tested. 

and receive a background check.

888-333-8888 or 860-589-8979
10 Makara Street, Terryville, CT 06786 www.onehourair.com

$5 service
call WITH

REPAIR!

*

*A $79 value. Offer valid with repair. Coupon must
be presented at time of service. Not valid with time

service options. Cannot be combined with other
coupons or specials. Offer expires 3-31-10.

Get a FREE 10 Year Parts & Labor Warranty & 100% Financing
with NO MONEY DOWN & LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS

Lic # 
S-1 303469

Receive up to

$2,000
from federal tax credit

and State of CT 
rebates on qualifying

equipment.

CHIMNEYS

ROOFING

Repair • Repoint • Rebuild  
Caps • Flashing • Masonry Repairs

New Roofs • Overlay • Repair

ALL SEASONS
Roofing & Chimney Repair
Contact Joe (860) 261-5602 or (860) 261-7722 Bristol

Quality Work • Owner On Every Job! 

$600 CASHH BACK
with New Roofing System

$60 CASHH BACK
with Chimney Repair

If signed on by 2/15/10

Free Estimates
Senior Discount
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Over 25 years experience. HIC #616834
www.allseasonsroofingchimneys.com CASH, CHECKS & DEBIT CARDS

Spring Is On It’s Way!!
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20 Year - 100% Workmanship Guaranteed • 26 Years Experience

860-747-4427 860-622-9800
www.larichroofing.com Roofing Specialist

GAF Auth.
ME#11852

FULLY INSURED
CT LIC #565709

REFERENCES • THOUSANDS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS
• Architectural - 3 Tab • Free Estimates • Written Warranties

• Roofing • Roofing Repairs • Vinyl Replacement Windows 
• Additions • Vinyl Siding • Remodeling • Seamless Gutters

Honest Prices - No Hidden Cost!

LLC

VOTED ONE OF THE BEST

We Have the Best Warranty in Writing

ROOF
Repairs
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