
$99 Tax Return Special
We come to your location

Convenient without the hassle at your home or office
Prepare both 

Federal and State  Personal Taxes
Electronic filing included
Verace Tax Preparation

860-387-8446
for appointment call or email alan@veracetax.com

 www.veracetax.com

Low Prices, Dependable Service
Owner Operated since 1999

TONY’S
OIL COMPANY, LLC

www.tonysoil.net

747-5412

.04 SENIOR DISCOUNT
A.C. BURNER SERVICE AVAILABLE

AUTOMATIC DELIVERY
HOD

#360

860-965-0451
www.goodguyelectric.com

Free Estimates  -  Fully Insured  -  24+ Years Experience

Good Guy Electric, LLC
Residential - Commercial -  Industrial

QUALITY WORK AT LOW PRICES

NO JOB TOO SMALL

E1-185608                                                          EST. 1997

CLEARANCE

471 New Britain Ave, Unionville, CT 06085 • (860) 675-9178
www.creativemasonryct.com

CREATIVE MASONRY & CHIMNEY, LLC

LIC. & INSURED

ON ALL WOOD &
PELLET STOVES

$100 OFF

SAVE $20

WOOD/PELLET STOVE IN STOCK

ON ALL CHIMNEY SERVICES

Expires 2/14/2012

Expires 2/14/2012

• PACIFIC ENERGY
• NAPOLEON
• HUDSON RIVER 

STONEWORKS
• TIMBERWOLF

Glasses, Contact Lenses,
and Sunglasses

Additional Pair as low as

Eye Exams by Appointment

MOST INSURANCES
ACCEPTED

HOURS
Tues, Wed, Fri 10am-6pm  •  Thur 10am-8pm  •  Sat 10am-4pm

927 Farmington Avenue
BRISTOL, CT 06010
860-589-6475
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The Keystone XL
Pipeline has been in the
news recently as President
Obama’s decision to not
be pressured into agreeing
to it was publicized.  Here
is some information not
widely known about the
Canada Tar Sands project.

First, Tar Sands will
not reduce dependence
on foreign oil.  The
Canadian oil will be trans-
ported to U.S. refineries
to overseas markets.  The
Gulf Coast refiners plan to
refine the Canadian crude
supplied by the pipeline
into diesel and other
products for export to
Latin America and
Europe.  

Proceeds from these
exports are earned tax-
free. 

Keystone XL will
increase gas prices for

Americans, especially
farmers, which will
impact us at the grocery
store.  The Midwest is cur-
rently are oversupplied,
keeping oil prices there
relatively low.  This
pipeline will allow the
crude to be piped to the
gulf coast for export caus-
ing an estimated $0.20 per
gallon increase in prices

in that region.
Also, the number of

jobs expected to be added
is greatly inflated.
According to
TransCanada, the compa-
ny building the pipeline,
just 11 percent of the con-
struction jobs on the
Keystone I pipeline in
South Dakota were filled
by South Dakotans, and
most of them were for
temporary, low-paying
manual labor.  Two unions
oppose the pipeline, the
Amalgamated Transit
Union (ATU) and the
Transport Workers Union
(TWU).  

In their August 2011
statement they say, “We
need jobs, but not ones
based on increasing our
reliance on Tar Sands oil.
There is no shortage of
water and sewage

pipelines that need to be
fixed or replaced, bridges
and tunnels that are in
need of emergency repair,
transportation infrastruc-
ture that needs to be
renewed and developed.  

Many jobs could also
be created in energy con-
servation, upgrading the
grid, maintaining and
expanding public trans-
portation – jobs that can
help us reduce air pollu-
tion, greenhouse gas
emissions, and improve
energy efficiency.”

Safety is also an
important concern.  If
there were a rupture in
the Keystone XL pipeline,
it would cause a BP style
oil spill in this country’s
heartland, over the source
of fresh drinking water for
2 million people.  The U.S.

Pipeline Safety
Administration has not
yet conduced an in depth
analysis of the safety of
diluted bitumen, or raw
tar sands, in spite of the
unique safety concerns
posed by its more corro-
sive properties.  

TransCanada predict-
ed the Keystone I pipeline
would have one spill in 7
years.  However, there
were actually 12 spills in
one year. 

The company was
told to dig up 10 sections
of pipe when government-
ordered tests show that
defective steel may have
been used. 

In spite of this,
Keystone XL will use steel
from the same Indian
manufacturer.  

This new addition to

the pipeline will cross
through America’s agricul-
tural breadbasket, the
Missouri and Niobrara
Rivers, the Ogallala
aquifer, sage grouse habi-
tat, walleye fisheries and
more.  There is also pollu-
tion risk to the communi-
ties where the crude may
be refined.  We should
also take into account the
increases in carbon emis-
sions that would worsen
climate change.

Clearly, this project is
not in the best interest of
this country.  

Sharon Vocke is the
co-owner of the local com-
pany Evergreen Energy,
which installs geothermal,
solar and wind systems.
You can reach her at
sharon@greenyet.net.

Sharon Vocke
Green Yet?

Keystone XL is not in our best interest

SUBMITTED

The Southington Sons of Italy Club recently installed its 2012 officers.
Front row, from left, Art Secondo, secretary, Gino Torrone, financial secre-
tary, Ray Ricciardone, treasurer, Jim Lucente, president, Mike Milo, vice pres-
ident.
Back row, from left, Luigi Lacreda, sergeant of arms, Dom Palazzo, director,
Ricky DiBacco, director, Bob Triano, director, Lou Angelillo, director, Tont
DiStasio, director, Greg Radin, trustee, Carmine Mennone, trustee, Jim
Frauheim, trustee, Bob Giammatti, trustee.

Sons of Italy officers selected The D’Amato Family

The Power Fuels Heating & Cooling Company

The Bristol Area’s Premier Family Owned Oil & Propane Service Provider

BRISTOL CHESHIRE
www.power-fuels.com

HOD.0000621, DEV. 0009255, 0386737-S1

Now Accepting NEW
Oil and Propane Customers

Premium Heating Oil  Propane  Diesel  Pellets  Heating  Cooling

Competitive Full Service Pricing.
• Automatic Delivery
• Budget Programs
• Commercial Programs
• Expert Service & Install
• New Equipment Financing

control
2000Bob Semrow Jr.

Lic. # B-1714

(860)
628-8783

Mice, Bees, Ants,
other creepy insects

and termites

The Observer
is now on
Facebook.

Look us up and
help spread the

word around
town.

Send us your letters!
We welcome letters to the editor from all of our readers. Send your letter to editor Ed
Harris at eharris@SouthingtonObserver.com. Deadline is 5 p.m. Friday for the following
week’s edition. The editor reserves the right to edit all letters for length or grammar.


